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CONFIDENTIAL 


By FRANK AMATO 


‘There are new WWWF World 
‘Tag Team Champions as 
GENTLEMAN JERRY and 
LUSCIOUS JOHNNY VALIANT 
won the belts from TONY GAREA 
and LARRY ZBYZSKO in a special 
TV title match. It was third 
Valiant brother HANDSOME 
JIMMY who interfered during 
the last moments of this match 
by pulling one brother out and 
the other brother covered for the 
pin. All this unknown to the 
referee, CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO 
manages the three brothers and 
is he ever happy. This marks the 
seventh time Albano has owned 
this title, and eight times 
managing tag champions in the 
WWWF starting with THE 


MONGOLS as International Tag 
Champions back in 1970! 

Can you dig this: DUSTY 
RHODES and SUPERSTAR BILLY 
GRAHAM forming a tag team? 
Yes sir! These two arch enemies 
seemingly have buried the 
hatchet and are aiming for the 
Florida Tag title held by PAK 
SONG and JOS LeDUC 
GINO HERNANDEZ is still 
causing trouble in Texas 

ngs JOSE LOTHARIO 
is expected to return to 
Puerto Rico for a series of 
matches OX BAKE! 
has returned to Florida and has 
issued challenges to everyone to 
knock him from his hill 
NWA World Champion HARLEY 


Bloody Jos LeDuc has turned from hero to vil 
under the management of Sonny King 


RACE turned back a title bid by 
ANDRE THE GIANT in 

Florida BRUNO SAM- 
MARTINO has a Steel Cage Match 
signed with CHIEF PETER, 
MAIVIA for Boston........ ERNIE 
LADD still is feuding with RAY 
“CANDYMAN" CANDY down Ok 
lahoma way. Ladd calls Candy an 
“Uncle Tom!'........JERRY STUBBS 
enjoys being the holder of both 
the Louisiana and Mississippi 
State Titles BAD 
NEWS ALLAN COAGE and 
MANIAC VICTOR RIVERA 
making teams miserable in 
WWWF rings. They are managed 
by FRED BLASSIE 

BARON KILLER KARL VON 
KRUPP brought his menacing 
ways to Oklahoma and Louisiana 
areas DINO BRAVO 
still holds the Canadian 
Heavyweight Championship he 
won from GENE 

KINISKI STEVE KEIRN 
should be back in action 

from his broken leg by the 

time you read this. Steve is 
anxious to settle matters with 
manager SONNY KING and his 
band of cutthroats PAK SONG, 
JOS LeDUC and THOR THE 
VIKING DICK “BULL: 
DOG" BROWER is rampaging his 
villainous ways in the WWWF. 

He's once again being managed 
by CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO who 
briefly managed him back in 
1971 OUTLAW RON 
BASS upset RAY CANDY for the 
Arkansas Heavyweight 
Championship Heard 
from my grapevine that COWBOY 
BOB ELLIS has retired from 
active competition 

DUSTY RHODES picked THE 
SPOILER as his new co-holder of 
the U.S. Tag Team Championship 
after ANDRE THE GIANT decided 
he could not fulfill his 
commitments. So what 
happened? Spoiler turned on 
Dusty with help from Spoiler’s 
manager, GARY HART. Hart and 
Spoiler are laughing at the big 
joke played on Rhodes. Dusty 
had better beware of his pick of 
team partners for the future, 
Like Superstar???? 

ALBERTO MADRIL getting the 
cheers from fans in southern 
California. BRUISER 
FRANK BRODY wants to rid 
Texas of all VON 


tinued on page 8 
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ERICHS BAD BOY 
LEROY BROWN won the annual 
22MAN BATTLE ROYAL in Los 
Angeles. Brown is managed by 
EDDIE MANSFIELD 
Is Oklahoma big enough for two 
managers? Not according to 
WILD BUCK ROBLEY and ROCK 
HUNTER. They are waging war 
to see who gets out 
STEVE TRAVIS the new 
sensational newcomer to the 
WWWF was voted Rookie of the 
‘Year and well deserved, Steve 
should go far in wrestling 

DEAN HO the happy Hawaiian 
is now doing his thing in 
Tennessee DON 
MURACO should be heading for 
Florida and points south soon. 
‘The big question is will he be 
hero or villain? Muraco has been 
both PAUL JONES 
recently turned back to 
villianous ways is feuding with 
former tag partner RICKY 
STEAMBOAT in Mid-Atlantic 
states STAN HANSEN 
took his Lariat hold to AWA 
areas. Stan is thinking of 
teaming with COWBOY BOB 
DUNCUM there FRED 
BLASSIE has another wild 
protege in THE GREAT HUSSIAN 
from Iran FLYING 
FRED CURRY son of wildman 
BULL CURRY is wrestling in 
WWWF arenas and doing a 
splendid job OUTLAW 
RON BASS is feuding with ERNIE 
LADD down south after a falling 
out. Bass recently won the Brass 
Knuckles Title MR. 
UGANDA unmasked himself on 
TV and it turned out to be 
CYCLON NEGRO, Negro became 
disenchanted with manager 
SONNY KING, Now OMAR 
NEGRO is teaming with brother 
Cyclon and they want PAK SONG 
and JOSE LeDUC's Florida tag 
belts Staying with 
LeDuc he’s turned back to 
villainous ways after these many 
years as hero. LeDuc first started 
wrestling as meante back in late 
sixties under manager CAPTAIN 
LOU ALBANO. Fans are shocked 
at LeDue's turnabout 
PAUL ORNDORFF and JIMMY 
SNUKA hold the Mid-Atlantic tag 
belts - - GOLIATH and 
WILD BILL WHITE upset DAVID 
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and KEVIN VON ERICH for 
Texas Tag Team Champion 

ship JIMMY GARVIN 
is coiming into his own after 
being taken under the wing of 
KILLER KARL KOX. They hold 
the U.S. Tag Team Championship. 
Jimmy has scored wins over BOB 
ROOP and MR. SAITO in singles 
competition JOSE 
ESTRADA doing well in Los 
Angeles ANDRE 
THE GIANT won the Georgia Title 
from MR. WRESTLING 

1 GREG VALENTINE 
broke the leg of CHIEF JAY 
STRONGBOW during a match on 
TV. Greg is also chasing WWWF 
Champion BOB BACKLUND. They 
recently wrestled to a one hour 
draw till curfew 

RIC FLAIR was not successful in 
his bid for DINO BRAVO's 
Canadian title TIGER 
CONWAY JR. is doing well in 
Oxlahoma MR. 
WRESTLING 11 has decided to 
challenge THE ASSASSIN and 
ROCK HUNTER's 

army BOBBY HEENAN 
AND BLACKJACK LANZA have 
left the AWA and settled down 
south NELSON ROYAL 


urnaments will be 
held at the Superdoome to deter- 
mine a new champion 

IVAN PUTSKI and IVAN KOLOFF 
are still waging a bitter feud in 
the WWWF. Koloff meanwhile 
has started another feud with 
DUSTY RHODES HAR- 


LEY RACE must defend his title 
against MIKE GRAHAM in a one 
fall matoh. In their first 
encounter Graham lost when he 
was injured after being tangled 
up in the ropes. Mike had the 
only fall before the mishap. 
Former WWWF and NWA 
Champion BUDDY ROGERS was 
the referee for that match 

DICK MURDOCH is scheduled to 
appear in Madison Square 
Garden. DUSTY RHODES is on 
that card. They once formed the 
famous OUTLAWS tag team 
several years ago in the 

AWA THE SPOILER 
and MANIAG MARK LEWIN 
doing well as tag team in Texas 
being managed by PLAYBOY 
GARY HART 

ASSASSIN and FRANK “THE 
ANGEL” MORELL hold both the 
U.S. Tag Team Championship and 
Louisiana Tag Title. Those U.S. 
belts from that Rhodes and 
Spoiler mishap 

CHARLIE COOK gaining status 
down south . MR. WRES- 
‘TLING 11 upset ERNIE LADD for 
NWA North American belt (this 
Just in) RAY CANDY 
appearing in Florida 

ERNIE LADD is now back in 
WWWF under THE GRAND 
WIZARD. 

(This reporter welcomes any and 
all correspondence from fans vía. 
programs, newspaper clippings, 
letters, etc. Please send to 
FRANK AMATO 80 Countisbury 
Avenue; North Valley Stream, 
N.Y. 11580) 


The Valiants, Gentleman Jerry, Handsome Jimmy and Luscious Johnny and 


their proud manager Capi 


Lou’Albano. 


jerry and Johnny won the WWWF 
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rbally assaulting an 
nt match. The National 

Wrestling Alliance then ordered the 

number one challenger, 

wrestie the number two challenger 

Roddy Piper. The winni 

the champion. 

and the crow 


still he champion. | 

Could beat him seven nights a week.” 
Action Is guaranteed whenever 

Rose is on the mat. He enters the ring 

with his long blond hair neatly 
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bed and his shit 
jackets freshly cleaned. H 
tting and 

it. With Ro: 

mat there is never a dul 
When he is caught breaking rui 
s surprised and denies any such 

O him 


moment. 


ns say | break 


to break 


rulesto win my match. It may look 
like | am breaking rules, but | am no 
am strong, fast and smart enough 


be champion without resorting to 


Ibecome enraged 
when people insist that | break rules. 
Sure, Ihave been disqualified a few 
imes but that was a result of 
prejudiced referees who did not like 
ss or the way | look 
Rose is sneaky. When he feels the 
aren't on him he will 
break a rule in an attempt to further 
his chances of winning. He is totally 
sadistic and loves dishing out 
Punishment, He couldn't be happier if 
a challenger had to spend a day or 
two in the hospital due to pain 
inflicted by Rose during a match. 





“just love watching my opponents 
suffer,” Rose said. “If they are foolish 
enough to accept a match with me 
then they deserve to be hurt. Let this 
article be a warning to any wrestler 
who reads it. If you know what is good 
for you, don't accept a match with 

me. | will beat the daylights out of you 
just to teach you a lesson. Being 
rough is right up my alley and | love to 
show what | know about being a “bad 
guy. 

Rose recently had a match with 
young Steve Pardee of San 
Francisco, a 19-year-old who had 
been wrestling professionally for only 
a few months. Pardee is excellent in 
speed and agility and hasa. 
successful high school wrestling 
record. Rose defeated him in under 
seven minutes but he could have 
pinned him in two. He toyed with 
Pardee and repeatedly stomped on 
him as he lay hurt on the mat. 

The acts were uncalled for. After 
the bell rang and Rose was 
announced the winner he grabbed 
the announcer’s microphone and 
choked Pardee with the cord. The 
referee warned Rose that he could be 
fined or suspended if he didn't let 
Pardee go. Finally, Rose released him 
then stomped him again for good 
measure. Another victory for the 
playboy. 

“There are several reasons why | 
did that to Pardee,” Rose said. 

“For one thing, he is another rookie 
and I wanted to teach him a lesson. 
During my first match as a pro four 
years ago my opponent beat the hell 
‘out of me. | wanted to do the same to 
Pardee. If he is going to be a wrestler 
he had better learn how to defend 
himself or he will wind up a cripple. 

“Another reason is that it's in my 
blood. love to hurt people just as 
much as one loves steak and lobster. 
Hike doing it, so 1 do it. Very simple. 

"The third reason is that other 
wrestlers watch my matches since 
they know | am a topnother. Maybe 
they will get the message and see 
that lam a tough competitor. I take 
nothing from anyone.” 

Standing 5'11" and weighing 230 
pounds, Rose believes he is the most 
handsome man on the mat. Just ask 
him. He spends plenty of time at a 
famous San Francisco hair styling 
salon to keep up with the latest hair 
styles. He insists'he is greater than 
the late, great Gorgeous George. He 
also said he will go down in history 
greater than George 

“Ihave more drawing power than 


Carefully exerting pressure 


George ever dreamed of having,” he 
said. "| am much younger than h 
was when he started, and | already 
won the crown, He didn't win a t 

until he had been wrest! 

years. | am already far ahi 

Rose recently participated 
Francisco's $30,000 18 man 
royal but wasn't the victor 

"Of course I didn't win,” he 
complained, “All other 17 wrestlers 
were out to get me. Hike it man 
against man. I don't need six or seven 
‘of my friends to defeat an opponent. | 
could beat him alone. 

Being flashy is part of the life Rose 
leads. Driving beautiful cars and 
wearing colorful, expensive clothes 
are a necessity for his lifestyle. 
Having been born in Las Vegas, Rose 
became accustomed to “the big 
time” and wanted to live accordingly. 
He says he needs to make big money 


Rose applies a wristlock. 


o keep up 


yle. Ac 


with his ex 
Ording t 
unusual for him to spend a 
hundred dollars a night on himself 
and his date for dinner, movies 
concerts, etc. When he goes out, he 
often hires a chauffeur to enable him 
to relax for the evening. 

Rose realizes he isn’t a veteran of 
the mat and that he still hasn't faced 
orid famous titleholders such as 

nie Ladd, Bruno 


would he comp: hese giants? 
I could take each of them,” Rose 

said. “Sure, they would give me a 

tough time but | still could beat them. 


WRESTLING TODAY 13 








Rose prefers single m: 
bouts because in single wre: 
doesn't have to share a win or blame 
aloss on a partner. It is one man 
against one man and may the best 
man win and that’s what Rose 
prefers. As far as he is concerned he. 
by far, is the greatest 

The playboy has litle time for 
hobbies. He is in demand by 
television and radio stations for 
interviews, Newspapers and 
magazines often are requesting time, 
also; and promoters are demanding 
his appearances all over the world 


Rose holds the U.S. Title belt. 


Between interviews, wrestling and 
travel, his only extra time is spent in 

je gym where he conditions and 
exercises. But, the money and glory 
is worth it all and he plans to stay at 
the top for as long as possible. 

"will do anything within my power 

in back that crown then keep it 

Rose said. “I will let no man take it 
from me. Ihave come close a few 
times but each time | did I learned my 
lesson. never repeat mistakes. My 
ears are open and my mouth shut 
regarding my wrestling tactics and 
moves. Let my future challengers 


watch my matches, They won't learn 
a thing because | always come up 
with something new and fresh. They 
just cannot keep up with me. 

“lam young, strong, handsome and 
getting rich. | am becoming well 
known in the wrestling world. What 
more could I want? 

Atleast the man has confidence 
and a winning streak. He should 
remember, though, that there are 
many great wrestlers waiting for him 
There could be some tough 
competition lurking around the 
comer. 
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paul Orndortt 

is way to nis 
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bragging, but i teel that I have 
e world’s 
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ted the confident 
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PAUL ORNDORFF 


leam my trade from the best and 
this has helped me tremendously. 

Before becoming a professional 
wrestler, Orndorff played 
professional football for three anda 
half years. Several of his teammates 
used to wrestle in the off season and 
this possibility intrigued the 
muscular Orndorff. Finally, Orndortf 
decided to give it a try himself and 
he never once regretted his 
decision. 

“Right then | knew that the 
wrestling profession was for me, 
Orndorff declared. “I returned home 
to Florida and there | booked with 
Eddie Graham, Jack Brisco and Hiro 
Matsuda and they taught me the 
ropes.” 

Orndorff then paused and let out 
a long sigh of relief and continued, 
“Man, were those training sessions 
tough! | was always used to tough 
training camps from my football 
days, but what | went through under 
Graham was so much more 
gruelling than what | had bee 
toin football training. But | stuck 
with it and | would have to say that if 
itwasn't for these tough workouts I 
wouldn't be in the position that fam 
now." 

After completing his initial 
training, Orndorff traveled to 
Memphis, Tennessee. After a briet 
trying period, he was able to put all 
his new found knowledge 10 good 
use, Eventually the Florida native 
was winning a large percentageof y s 5 
his matches, Finally all ofPisweeks pis balane ons ropah 
of training paid off as Orndortt 
defeated Jerry Lawler to capture the 
Southern heavyweight title. 

“That was a real nice feeling, 
Omdort recalled. "Now I was sure 
that my decision to give up football 
and go into wrestling was the right 
one,” 

For the next several months 
Orndorff successfully defended his 
belt before finally losing it in a hard 
fought match. 

From Memphis. Orndorff traveled 
to Puerto Rico to continue his 
assault on the wrestling world 
Although the muscular Orndorit 
didn’t win a title on the island, during 
his Stay in Puerto Rico, Orndorff was 
able to pick up quite a few pointers 
from the seasoned veterans who 
were there at the time. Besides, If the situation dictates slugging 
Orndorff was amazed at the ‘out, Omdorff can handle it. 
lightning fast moves and aerial 
maneuvers used by such standouts 
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A physical fitness advocate Orndorlf keeps his well defined 
body in shape by working out with weights on his days olf. 





ed 

















as Carlos Colon and Jose Riv 
After learning some of these 
began to incorporate them in 
own style of wrestling 

Paul's next stop was the 
Louisiana-Oklahoma area. It was 
here that Omdorff finally blossomed 
into a full-fledged star. This 
emergence into stardom did nat 
occur overnight, however, as 
Orndorff had quite a few problems 
contending with Scandor Akbar. the 
Assassin and the Brute during his 
initial introduction to the area. But 
eventually each one of them met 
defeat at Ine hands of Orndorff. 

“The Brute had to be my roughest 
opponent by tar,” Orndorff recalled. 

We had several run-ins in ti 
Louislana-Oklahoma area and each 
one was a real knock down, drag out 
brawl, One time we were having an 
arm wrestling match and just as | 
was about to put his arm on the 
table he picked up a candle and 
nearly blinded me. | was out of 
action for several weeks because of 
this, but once I returned I repaid him 
but good for what he did to me. 
Although our paths haven't crossed 
again in the last few months, | know 
that we will meet again somewhere 
and then all my old hatred will flare 
up again. 

Besides the ones previously 
mentioned, Orndortf has also been 
involved in several big battles with 
Ernie Ladd. Whenever these two 
football stars collided one was 
assured of seeing nothing but 
action. In fact, it was Ernie Ladd 
who Paul Orndorff defeated to win 
the North American Heavyweight 
belt 





to his 











hat had to be the biggest 
victory of my career.” Orndortt 
stated. “Ladd has been a standout 
athlete both on the football field and 
also in the wrestling ring for quite a 
number of years. By defeating him 
to win the North American belt | 
proved to myself and also the fans 
who have supported me that | was 
Indeed of championship calibre. 

While the North American 
champion, Orndortf defeated such 
challengers as Bruiser Brody, Stan 
Hansen, the Assassin, Eric the Red 
and Bobby Jaggers. Finally, after 
more than a six-month reign a 
champion, Orndorff lost the title back 
to Ladd in a very controversial 
match, 

After his successful stint in the 
Oklahoma-Louisiana area, Orndorff 
invaded the Mid Atlantic region 











Orndorff gets ready to toss Bruiser Brody into the ropes. 





In command, Orndortf has the Brute at his mercy. 





where he is now competing 
Orndorff has all the moves and 
maneuvers to defeal the best men in 
the area and, given the opportunity, 
the Mid Allantic title should be in his 
hands shortly. 

That is my next goal,” Orndortf 
recently stated. "| know I have the 
ability to win it if given the chance. 
Once I do, | will then concentrate on 
winning the world’s belt. The only 
way I'm ever going to get it is by 
staying in shape, working hard and 
beating the best. Right here in the 
Mid Atlantic area we have perhaps 
the best wrestlers in the world and i 
| can defeat these guys then | know 
that | will be only one small step 
away from my ultimate goal, the 
world’s belt. This is what I'm striving 
very hard for and I have to feel that if 


























| continue to progress at the same 
rate that | have in the past, | will 
make it to the top. 

Orndorff has all the tools to go all 
the way. This well conditioned 
athlete is a good example of the 

new breed” that the sport needs to 
survive in the future. He knows his 
wrestling inside and out. He'sa 
devoted athlete who believes in 
proper conditioning. Besides, he's 
got the drive and determination to 
make it big in his profession. 

Remember the name, Paul 
Orndorff! This young, good looking, 
well conditioned athlete is a cinch to 
be one of the leading stars of the 
80's. In fact, Paul Orndorff just 
may be the number one man in the 
country by the time 1980 rolls 
around, 
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“I LOVE BEING CALLED 


In an amazing turn about, the 
popular Samoan went froma fav- 
orite to a villain. Here’s the inside 
story why he has changed the 
cheers to boos. 


ends a right to the head of 
ch f Jay Strongbow. 








A TRAITOR,” ADMITS 
CHIEF 


Story and photos 
By FRANK AMATO. 






The young wrestling fan was a 
girl of ten or eleven years of age 
and she was crying. She was in 
er seat at ringside and she 
waved a large sign which read 
Maivia why did you?" In the ring 
Chief Peter Maivia of Samoa was 
zing his opponent with 
ics that are not in the 
rulebooks. The arena filled with 
fans were booing Malvia's 
tactics 
h Chief Peter Maivia was 
methodically tearing his opponent 
apart. This had been going on for 
veral minutes now and the 
smile on Maivia's face indicated 
he was enjoying himself. At one 
end of the ring, Maivia’s manager, 
Fred Blassie was yelling his 
agement to the tatooed 
joan. 

Maivia's opponent had done 
nothing in retaliation. He couldn't 
The beating he had taken was by 
far too much for him to offer any 
ance. Maivia battered his 
opponent at will. Then Maivia 
ifted his opponent and body- 











tec 
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slammed him to the mat and covered 
for the pin fall. Seconds later both 
Maivia and Blassie headed for their 
dressing room amid the jeers and 
boos of the fans. The young girl still 
cried and waved the large sign 

Chief Peter Maivia was gettin 
booed during his matches! A tar cry 
from those days when all he heard 
were cheers. Those days which were 
only several months ago. What 
changed Maivia? Why did he turn his 
back on fans who adored him: 
wrestlers who were once proud to 
Call him friend? Why? 

Itall goes back to nearly a year 
ago. Take Chief Peter Maivia 
disgruntled over tailing to win the 
WWWF title from the then champion 
Superstar Billy Graham. Then take 
Bob Backlund winning the title from 
Graham and shutting the door and 
any title opes for Maivia. Why? 
Because Maivia was a close friend of 
Backlund and helped the young 
champion train while wrestling as an 
amateur and then for the professional 
ranks. Maivia wanted a title match but 
he couldn't challenge a friend. 
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Then Arnold Skoaland, who 
manages Bob Backlund, decided that 
both Bob and Maivia would make an 
excellent tag team to try and 
challenge for the WWWF Tag Team 
Title held then by The Yukon 
Lumberjacks. On paper this team 
couldn't fail. In fact, they won their tag 
matches with east and quickly rose to 
top contention. 

Now enter Fred Blassie who like 
the devil himself, caught ine ear of 
Maivia and filled him with doubts on 
why both Backlund and Skoaland 
wanted him as a team mate. Things 
ike Backlund feared him and by being 
a team partner stopped him front 
challenging for the title, At first Maivia 
wouldn't listen but as Maivia and 
Backlund rose to contention, 

Blassie's words kept nagging at him. 

Maivia convinced himself that 
Blassie was right. He was being used, 
Pushed aside. Backlund getting all 
the glory- Maivia sought evidence 
and clues which he twisted into hate. 
All he needed was one more spar 
That spark came soon enough. 

lt was billed as an eliminat 



































match. All Maivia and Backlund 
needed was a victory over Fred 
Blassie's top rated team of Spiros 
Arion and Victor Rivera on TV and a 
title match with The Yukon 
Lumberjacks would be next. Even 
before the match began there was a 
sense of danger. Maivia took offense 
to Amold Skoaland telling him to start 
the match. 

Words were passed between them 
Yet, things went along normally for 
Maivia and Backlund. They were 
Going their job and working well 
together. Then Backlund got into 
trouble and tried to tag off but Maivia 
tumed away. Words were passed 
harshly between Maivia and 
Skoaland. Suddenly Maivia attacked 
Skoaland and knocked him into a 
semi-consciousness state. Then 
Maivia attacked Backlund and then 
with help from Rivera and Arion 
battered Backlund. 

Afterwards Maivia claimed 

Backlund, Skoaland and even 
Strongbow worked against me. They 
feared me and tried to keep me from 
thetttie. Freddie Blassie was right 


Chief Maivia gets cheers from the fans 
during his hero days after a victory. 
Now he gets boos for his efforts. 


Chief Maivia works on the arm of 
villainous Ken Patera when they were 
‘on opposite sides of the fence. 








WRESTLING TODAY 23 











about them. Well, now I've signed 
with Blassie ang he will get me that 
belt.” 

Maivia weeks later stated, "Now TII 
disclose what fans never knew. Justa 
few days before that tag match | 
asked and pleaded for a title match 
with Backlund. You know what 
Skoaland answered? He didn't. He 
just laughed at me! | knew then what | 
had to do. When Skoaland ordered 
meto start the match | waited for the 
right opportunity.” 

What did Chief Jay Strongbow 
have to do with all this? Maivia says, 
“Strongbow and | also were teaming 
up for the tag title. He knew what 
Skoaland and Backlund were doing. | 
attacked him during a title match a 
few days later and got even. They all 
were in on it.” 

‚Chief Peter Maivia did indeed get 
his ttle matches with Backlund, He 
received three and all were wars. 
Maivia won the first via a countout 
The second ended in a double 
countout. The third enounter was a 
steel Cage Match and Maivia lost 
when Backlund climbed over the top. 
Maivia and Backlund waged a bloody 
war in that one. 

A controversy shrouded the cage 
match. Both Maivia and Blassie were 
vehement over the fact that 
everytime Maivia tried to leave by the 
door of the cage it was locked. Yet 
when Bob Backlund tried the door It 
swung open easily. Says Maivia, "I 
should have won that match. You 
can't convince me that door wasn't 
doctored. | couldn't for the life otme 
‘open that door. | pushed and pushed 
it. punched it and stil it wouldn't 
open. The referee says no, but fims 
show that door wouldn't open for 
me,” 

Biassie says, “You talk about 
protecting a champion. The only way 
Maivia could open that door was with 
explosives. I don't ask for much, only 
afair shake, You can'ttell me that 
devious Skoaland didn't pay off.” 

Now Maivia has turned from hero 
to villain in one vicious swoop. Gone 
are the days of his battling the likes 
of former enemies Stan Stasiak; Ivan 
Koloff; Victor Rivera and others like 
them, Now he calls them friends and 
teams with them. Maivia now battles 
his former friends like Ivan Putski; 
Chief Jay Strongbow; Dominic 
DeNucci; Larry Zbyszko; Tony Garea 
and Dusty Rhodes. 
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Maivia applies wristlock on 


Malvia claims, “They are fools for 
following the rules. learned the hard 
way it doesn't pay. Fred Blassie has 
schooled me in the folly of my former 
ways. He promised me Cadillacs, 
diamonds, expensive clothes and title 
matches. i received all of it and 1 will 
get more. haven't finished with Bob 
Backlund, | taught him everything he 
knows. | know him even better than 
he knows himself. My time will 
come." 

Maivia has started a war with every 
opponent he's wrestled since his 
traitorous ways. His battles with Chief 
Jay Strongbow have fom up rings in 
the WWWF. Now Maivia has been 
waging war with Putski and Rhodes. 
Tosay Maiviais the most hated 
wrestler in th eWWF is putting it very 
mildly. 

Maivia scoffs at the fans. The same 
fans who once cheered for him but 
boo him loudly and carry signs 
proclaiming his Judas ways. “Those 
fans are born losers,” snapped 
Maivia. “They cheer for the good 
‘guys and boo me and my new 
friends. I was treated like a flunky and 





Backlund. 


paid back with fists. These fans only 
know one train of thought. I don't 
need them and never will.” 

That young girl with the tears 
stated, “Maivia was once my favorite 
! wore T-shirts with his picture. 1 
collected photos of him. What he did 
was wrong and Blassie is to blame. | 
hate them both. Maivia isa traitor.” 

Chief Peter Maivia listened to the 
tape of what the gir! said. He laughed 
loudly, “That is music to my Samoan 
ears. | put her in the same league as 
those other fans. If she was a true fan 
‘of mine she would stick by me. Ilove 
being called a traitor. Call mea Judas 
or Benedict Arnold. | don't care. Only 
the facts are wrong. Skoaland and 
Backlund are the real traitors. They 
worked against me. They caused me 
totum and | thank them. Ihave 
money and all that goes with it. And 
you know what? Those idiot fans are 
paying for it all.” 

As the dressing room door closed 
and Maivia left the laughter could be 
heard. Chief Peter Maivia was happy 
being a traitor. Laughing all the way 
to the bank. 

















Chief Peter Maivia and his manager Fred Total war is wager 
Blasio show their ruthlessness displaying Maivia chokes former tag 
Brassknuckles, Blackjack and filo. Chief Jay Strongbow. 








Chief Maivia’s head is bandaged and bloody tyring to protect tag partner during hero days. 
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1 ENJOY MAKING 
THE FANS ANGRY,” 
ADMITS RODD 


By BRENT SCHULTZ 


The lean Scostman has done it 

all, wrestle, manage and referee. 

He loves doing it all; but what he 
loves most are the fans booing him. 


Piper sends a vicious right fist into the face 
of veteran Frank Williams. 
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Roddy Piper poses in his Scottish costume 
and his bagpipes for WRESTLING TODAY. 








Roddy Piper was sitting alone in his dress 
ing room. He likes it that way. He prefers not 
to mingle with anyone prior to his matches. 
His normally wide grin is missing and a deep 
concentration is etched on his boyish fea- 
tures, Obviously, he is thinking of his upcom- 
ing match. 

Still Roddy Piper didn't mind talking to 
reporters. In fact he loves it. "I'm not a loner 
because | like staying by myself," he re- 
marked. "Far from it, There are certain 
wrestlers | do pal around with. Yet, | keep 
my distance and never try to get to know 
them. | remember reading about Killer 
Kowalski and how he never made friends 
with wrestlers because he figured he would 
wrestle them sooner or later. | go along with 
that but | can't stay by myself. You need 
somebody. But when my match is ready | 
want to be ready. In my mind I think of what 
I'll do in that ring. | stay by myself to collect 
my thoughts." 

Piper continues, "You can't be too careful 
in selecting friends who are wrestlers, | 
won't divulge his name but onetime | man- 
aged a wrestler and we were friends. Then 
he turned against me and started following 
the rules. | can't stand a wrestler who stays 
within the confines of rules. There must be 
something wrong continued on page 28 
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RODDY PIPER 


with him.” 

“Rules are for boy scouts and 
do-gooders. What does it get them 
anyway? Cheers from fans. They 
sign autographs and pictures. They 
pat little kids on the head. Big deal. 
It sure doesn't pay the rent or buy 
good clothes. It sure doesn't win 
matches for you. So what good is 
it? | say cheat anyway you can 
win. Pull any and every trick in the 
book to win. | say break every rule 
made. So what If the fans hate 
you? | love when the fans boo me. 
| love making the fans mad. | put a 
little cheer in their humdrum and 
drab lives, | get their blood circu- 
lating. They sure don't get it cheer- 
ing bums like Chavo Guerrero and 
Pedro Morales. Man they are 
boring.” 

Piper grinned and clapped his 
hands, ‘Look where all the booing 
has brought me. I'm a top wres- 
tling star who's known the world 
over. You pick up a wrestling 
magazine and you read about Rod- 
dy Piper trom Scotland. You read 
how I've destroyed the best wres- 
tlers. Someday ll own me that 
world belt and | aim to get it soon 
| have my plan.” 

Roddy Piper is very well known 
in wrestling. He's noted for being a 
rulebreaker. He's noted for being a 
| manager of wrestlers, who is not 
above interfering on behalf of his 
proteges. Piper is also noted for 
| being a referee who takes the part 

of any rulebreaker against a hero Piper once boxed as an amateur and here he shows his fighting skills by 
type wrestler battering Frank Williams. 
| Piper speaks of his role as rete- 
ree in southern California. "I have 
a license to referee matches and | 
| do my job well," said Piper. "I 

never take the part of any rule- 
breaker. | call it as | see it. If my 
call favors a rulebreaker it's be- 
cause the other guy is breaking the 
rules. Now remember once | wear 
the shirt of a referee my role as 
wrestler is gone. If | was partial to 
a rulebreaker don't you think the 
NWA commission would strip me 
of my license? You bet your last 
| dollar they would. It's guys like 

Guerrero and Morales who cry 

foul. They were born crying. They 

can't stand referees who won't 

bend to their will.” 

Then there is Roddy Piper wres- 


tling manager. Piper is noted for 
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Piper offers his hand in friendly gesture to opponent but notice that devilish 
look on Piper's face. 








Piper ends his match with his Scottish Neckbreaker for another victory. 




















bringing in some of the most hated 
rulebreakers to Los Angeles areas. 
He's managed the likes of the 
Hangman; El Tigre; Ken Mantell; 
Keith Franks; Butcher Vachon; 
Crusher Verdu; Tank Patton. With 
these wrestlers Piper has also won 
The Americas Tag Team Cham- 
pionship, at least with some of 
them anyway 

Piper has also won The Ameri- 
can Championship four times. 

Twice against his arch rival Chavo 
Guerrero. Piper also won the TV 
Trophy from Tom Jones and The 
Jules Strongbow Trophy for scien- 
tific wrestling twice from, you 
guessed it, Guerrero, 

Piper says of Guerrero, “| hate 
his yellow Mexican guts. | mean 
this strutting peacock thinks he's 
‘mister wonderful. I'll admit he's a 
dam good wrestler but not when 
he wrestles me. I out-think him out- 
wrestle him and out-shine him. 
Guerrero's problem is he wishes 
he was like me, It eats his insides. 

“Then there are his two scrawny 
brothers Mando and Hector Guer- 
rero. Also his broken down old man 
Gory Guerrero. I've beaten them 
all. | own these Guerrero’s lock, 
stock and barrel." 

Piper laughs when he remem- 
bers an incident which happened 
aboul a year ago. Presentations 
were being made for various tro- 
phies and plaques. Former great 
mat star Count Billy Varga present- 
ed Chavo with a five thousand dol- 
lar watch, Piper grabbed the gold 
watch and smashed it. Piper says, 
“1 had a wild party afterwards after 
seeing Guerrero crying over that 
stupid watch. After all, Guerrero 
can't even tell time.” 

Piper is a wrestler the fans love 
to hate. That is now. When Roddy 
first started wrestling as an ama- 
teur in Scotland he was taught the 
finer art of wrestling. He even fol- 
lowed the rules when he broke into 
the pro ranks in Canada. Then 
slowly after touring other parts of 
the country he changed. This 
change took hold when Piper 
entered Los Angeles. Now billed as 

“The Lean Wrestling Machine, 
Piper became the most hated grap- 
pler on that circuit. His managerial 
and referee roles quickly followed. 

The Lean Wrestling Machine as 
Piper prefers to be called is 
because he tips the scale at 225 to 
230 pounds on a lean frame. Piper 
says, "I keep myself lean for 









and his bagpipes as the fans boo him. 
foudly. 


Piper struts around the ring in costume Piper hears the boos but he ignores It 








all as he heads for the dressing room. 








Piper comes down feet first onto the prone 
Frank Williams. Piper loves to get rough. 


speed friend. | could put on ten or 
fifteen pounds with ease but I'm 
not looking for extra power. | have 
very good power. | could bench 
press close to 500 pounds right 
now. What | want is speed and 
agility. It's where I'm most danger- 


ous. 
| can stand toe to toe with any 
wrestler and come out on top. | 
once fought in the ring as an ama- 
teur. | used my speed to dazzle my 
‘opponents and when I had them 
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“MY LARIAT GRIP 


WILL GET ME 
THE TITLE” 


The big Texan is on the prow! 
for a championship belt...anyone’: 
With his deadly Lariat, he might 
just end up with one shortly. 








By TOM McDAID 
(Photos by Don De Leon) 


Stan “Lariat” Hansen made his way towards the ring as 
the boos rang out to greet him. As Hansen had lett his dress- 
ing room he passed a young wrestler wearing a neckbrace, 
who turned his back on big Stan. Hansen stopped momentar- 
ily, smiled a sardonic grin but then continued on. 

As Stan Hansen entered the ring, the wrestler wearing the 
neckbrace shook his head sadly. "I feel sorry for his oppo- 
nent,™ "He said. "He's new to this area and he doesn't know 
Hansen's style. He may have heard of his fierce reputation 
but now he's going to taste it first hand. | hope he comes out 
better than | did. | wear this surgical collar because of Han- 
sen's Lariat. I've been out of action for five weeks now. Han- 
sen's nothing but an animal’ 

In the ring, Hansen from Borgor, Texas, removed his cow- 
boy outfit of hat, vest, chapps and championship belt. The bell 
sounded and Hansen charged out but met nothing but empty 
air. His opponent had ducked the wild charge. Hansen 
charged again and came up empty. Then big Stan stalked his 
man slowly and suddenly lashed out with a vicious kick to the 
stomach and doubled up his opponent. Another kick and 
again downed his man 

Now it was all Hansen's match. Hansen threw away the 
tule book and he tortured his opponent. Kicks, eye gouging 
and punches battered his opponent. For ten minutes Hansen 
kept up his one-sided attack. At no time did his opponent 
offer any token of resistance. He couldn't. The beating he'd 
taken had made him a human punching bag. 

Stan Hansen had this match inhis hip pocket but he 
seemed delighted in torturing his (continued on page 32 





Hansen may have victory within his 
grasp as that chinlock has taken 
the toll on Tony Atlas 
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The muscles are put to the test against power-house Tony Atlas as Stan Hansen tri 





opponent. He was actually toying 
with him. The fans booed their 

heads off but Hansen seemed 
unaware of the verbal abuse. Red 
welts could be seen on the oppo- 
nent's back from kicks and fore- 
arm smashes. He could hardly 
stand up but Hansen made sure he 
did by picking him up everytime he 
would knock him down. Then Han- 
sen armwhipped his opponent off 
the ropes and with that elbow pad 
on his arm, outstretched, brought 
the elbow padded arm across the 
top of his opponent's head. Down 
he went heavily, out cold. Hansen 
never even bothered to cover for 
the pin. He just placed a foot on 
the unconcious opponent's chest 
and held his arms up in victory as 
the referee tolled the count. 

The wrestler never moved and a 
stretcher was called for as Hansen 
watched with a smile on his face. 
Hansen was still smiling as the 





‘come out on top. 


wrestler was removed from the 
ring carried out on a stretcher. 
Hansen just pointed at his fallen 
‘opponent. The boos followed 
Hansen as he made his way back 
to his dressing room. 

As Hansen approached the 
wrestler with the neckbrace, he 
stopped. Hansen said loudly and 
with pure smugness, "He'll be just 
like you. Both bookends. What do 
you do when your neck gets 
itchy? 

‘Once in his dressing room 
Hansen placed his 286-pound body 
on a bench and wiped the perspira- 
tion from his face. He said, "Well 
my Lariat did it again. Another 
wrestler bites the dust. What's the 
count now for wrestlers tasting my 
Lariat and carried out on stret- 
chers? Thirty, forty. I've lost count. 
Did you see the way he fell from 
my blast? Like a sack of potatoes.” 

Just then Hansen stood up and 





walked over to a long table, toward 
a suitcase. With his back to this 
reporter, Hansen removed the 
elbow pad and placed it into the 
suitcase. Then Hansen walked 
back to the bench. The question 
had to be asked about the con- 
troversy over that elbow pad, on 
whether it was indeed “loaded.” 

Hansen's eyes closed halfway 
as if squinting “I was figuring on 
how long it would take for that 
question to come up,” he said. “All 
you press guys ask that same 
question of me over and over 
again." He stood up, walked over 
to the suitcase and with his back 
turned, took out the elbow pad, 
turned and tossed the object, 
which this reporter caught 

It was a regular elbow pad. It was 
squeezed hard, nothing was in it 
Yet, while Hansen's back was turned 
did he remove and object? Hansen 
took back the elbow pad and smiled. 














This powerful chinlock has Tony Atlas yelling 
in pain. 





“Empty right?, he asked, “Look | 
know what the fans think. | know 
what many wrestlers think. | have 
never used anything in that elbow 
pad." 

Hansen bent his arm and showed 
his elbow. It was calloused. He said, 
"Hard, right? I've worked on that 
elbow for years. | remembered 
reading about Japanese who took 
karate and they kept banging the 
edge of their hands on big rocks to 
get them very calloused. | did the 
same with my elbow. This is what 
my opponents feel.” 

Several years ago nobody had 
heard of Stan Hansen. He was just a 
cowboy working on a ranch. He had 
played some football. Then he met 
the man who changed his life. That 
man was Fred Blassie. It happened 
in a border town near the Mexican 
line. 

Hansen went through the story 
and it goes this way. He and some 





other cowhands stopped at this local 
saloon for some drinks. Suddenly, a 
fight erupted and Stan saw this 
blond haired man taking on about 
six Mexicans. Stan thought the fight 
was uneven but the blond was 
holding his own. He figured to even 
the odds. Some two minutes later 
Stan and the blond sent the Mexicans 
on the run. 

“The man was Fred Blassie and 
he talked me into trying to become 
a wrestler’, disclosed Hansen. 

He liked my style he said. The 
next thing | knew | was training in 
the gym. Funny, but | wrestled in 
school and even went to the 
matches when time allowed. 
Blassie signed me to a contract 
and said someday he would call on 
me.” 

When Hansen was ready he 
turned pro. He toured different 
areas and in his second year of 
wrestling won the Louisiana Tag 





Hansen drives a vicious knee into the head of Dusty Rhodes who's 
starting to bleed from this attack. 


Team Championship with Frank 
Goodish who later became Frank 

Bruiser” Brody. To this day Stan 
and Brody are good friends. “If | 
had to pick me a partner King Kong 
Brody is my man,” said Hansen. 
“Together we can rule tag team 
wrestling but right now we have 
other worlds to conquer.” 

Blassie did call on Hansen to 
wrestle in the WWWF. Hansen 
states, “It was right after Freddie 
was nearly blinded by that sneak 
attack by some wrestlers, You may 
have remembered reading about it. 
Well, what | did in the WWWF 
made ring history. | used my Lariat 
to send Bruno Sammartino 'and 
Ivan Putski to the hospital. | nearly 
ended Sammartino's career. In fact 
1 truly believe | brought about his 
decision to retire there for awhile. 1 
really thought | was going to be the 
world champion after that match.” 

‘continued on page 58 
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Valentine gets ready to blast off with 
his Atomic Elbow Smash which has 
won him many bouts. 


Greg Valentine wi 
robes like this one with sequined 
hearts in the ring. 
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Valentine has Backlund outside the 
ring as he steps up his attack. 


GREG VALENTINE 


‘continued from page 





Then there is my favorite hold. My 
jure 4 Legvine submission hold, 
Once | apply this hold the match is 
obviously over, baby. Nobody has 
ever escaped this hold or reversed it 
expect this hold to win me the 
WWWF World Heavyweight 
Championship fram Bob Backlund.” 
This Figure 4 Legvine has caused 
quite a stirin the WWWF in recent 
months since Greg Valentine 
introduced it on television. As Greg 
had stated. nobody has escaped its 
clutches. So far several wrestlers 
have submitted to this hold and they 
have had to be carried outona 























But there is more to this hold 
Valentine has made his opponents 
victims from this dreaded hold by not 
releasing this hold after an opponent 
has submitted. instead, he continues 
to apply pressure until the muscles in 
one or both legs are pulled severely 
enough. Because of this wrestlers 
have been sidelined for weeks and 
not able to wrestle. 

‘One such victim is S.D. Jones a 
popular mat star. Says Jones about 
this hold, “It should be banned 
because Valentine uses this hold to 
injure opponents on purpose. He 
takes great pleasure in doing this. | 
was out for about eight weeks and | 
walked with the use of a cane. 

The Grand Wizard who manages 
Valentine says, “We can't help it if 





This semi-Boston Crab has won many 
matches for Valentine and this photo 
catches a full view of the hold. 


certain wrestlers have weak legs 
Greg Valentine uses a perfectly legal 
hold and one which | must add is the 
most devastating hold in wrestling. AS 
for Greg keeping this hold on longer 
than necessary, well, remember 
during a match there is perspiration 
so when this hold is applied itis hard 
to undue the hold. It takes time. We 
can't help that 

Greg Valentine has been wrestling 
professionally for ten years but 
actually had been training for the mat 
wars since a youngster of ten. He 
comes from a wrestling family with 
older brother Johnny Valentine a 
former great mat ace in his time, 
teaching young Greg the finer art of 
matdom. There is another Valentine 
in the ranks, Dale 








Valentine uses a wide variety of holds 
and here he makes an opponent sub- 
mit with a semi-Boston Crab. 





er brother 
Johnny's impact on his career, 
‘Johnny was one of the best. fit 
wasn't for a plane accident which 
ruined his career he may have been 
world champion. It was Johnny who 
taught me everything there is 10 know 
of wrestling. Johnny introduced the 
Atomic Elbow Smash and he taught it 
tome, He also used the Figure 4 
Leglock with expertise and he taught 
me that. too. Johnny never let up on 
me in training, He was as rough on 
me as any of his opponents. 
Whatever I've accomplished so far 
and whatever Ido now and in the 
future is all beacuse of him, | could 
never repay him except to win a 
id titie. | plan on doing that by 
taking the WWWF beit from 























Backlund 

Greg Valentine has held quite a list 
of title in his young career. The 
Western State Title; Western States 
Tag Team Title with Don Fargo: NWF 
Tag Team Title with Don Fargo; Mid- 
Atlantic Tag Title with Bic Flair 
Georgia Tag Title with Ric Flair; Mid- 
Atlantic Tag Title with Baron Fritz Von 
Raschke. 

When Greg teamed with Don Fargo 
during the early 70's he took the 
name of Johnny Fargo and they were 
billed as The Fargo Brothers. They 
were quite a riotous team during 
those years. "I took the name Johnny 
as sort ofa tribute to my big brother,” 
says Greg 

When Greg Valentine wrestled in 
Southern California afew years ago 
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he caused quite a stir when he tumed 
‘on tag partner Maniac John Tolos and 
‘came under the wing of manager Sir 
Oliver Humperdink. Greg became 
such a rulebreaker he was banned for 
sixty days. Then a few days later a 
masked wrestler made his debut as 
Tokyo Joe- As coincidence would 
have it, Tokyo Joe's physical makeup 
resembled that of Valentine. 

Greg explains, “Listen man, I 
wasn't this dud Tokyo Joe. | don't 
need amask. To prove we weren't 
the same | appeared at ringside while 
this Tokyo Joe wrestled. Now how 
‘could I be in two places at the same 
time.” 

Greg has a point there but fans will 
siilltell you the masked wrestler in the 
ring that night did not bare any 
resemblance to the original Tokyo 
Joe, Greg shrugs off this by adding, 
What do those dumb fans know 
anyway. | proved my case and was 
cleared by the state commission.” 

Now Greg Valentine is being 
managed by The Grand Wizard in the 
WWWF. How did the Wizard bring in 
this blonde mat star? “I have known 
Greg since he was just a shaver.” 
said Wizard. "I knew Johnny 
Valentine for years. It was Johnny 
who asked me to look over Greg for 
future reference a few years ago. l've 
always been interested in Greg. just 
waited untl! thought Greg had the 
right experience. Now Greg is ready 
to topple this Howdy Doody 
Backlund.” 

So far Greg Valentine has gone 
Undefeated in the WWWE, winning 
his bouts with his Atomic Elbow, 
Figure 4 Legvine and Suplex. So 
much so he's become the number 
one challenger for Backlund’s title 

Valentine has said, "My Figure 4 
Leglock will make me champion. 
Backlund says he's working around 
the clock to find a counter for this 
hold. He expects me to put this hold 
on early in the match, You know. 
Backlund must be real stupid, to say 
such a thing. First off, Inever apply 
this hold early. l'm going to wear 
Backlund down and when he's ready 
to be taken only then will | defeat him. 
with this hold.” | 

Weeks after injuring S.D. Jones, 
the WWWF looked into fims of 
Valehtine’s Figure 4 Leglock and 
because of his blatant misuse in 
injuring opponents they banned the 
hold. This ruling had the obvious 
effect from Valentine and Wizard. 

Greg replied, “This hold is legal. 
Ive never injured my opponents on 
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Valentine pins his opponent with leg 
hold for another victory. 


purpose- Backlund is a coward to hid 
behind this ruling. I don't care what th 
WWWF says l'm still going to use this 
hold in any title match. 

The Grand Wizard argues, 
“Backlund and Skoaland are behind 
this whole affair. They are afraid of 
Valentine and pushed for this hold to 
be banned. Neverbut never has any 
hold been banned in the history of the 
WWWF. This tells you something of 
what these two have done to the 
honor of the WWWF belt. They've 
made a mockery of the title. tell you 
this that | have the best lawyers in the 
east coast reading the law and the 
biggest lawsuit is planned. When Im 
through I'l own the WWWF!" 

Months later the lawyers of The 
Grand Wizard earned their big fees as 
the WWWF relented and raised the 
ban on the Figure 4 Leglock. Greg 
Valentine was ecstatic over this new 
development. “I knew this hold was. 
legal all the time. But I'm furious now. 
I'm madder than I've ever been. til 
win me the WWWF title and Im going 
to break more legs!” 

Greg Valentine's words proved to 
be a prophesy as he wrestled popular 
mat star Chief Jay Strongbow on 
television a few weeks later. The 
match was an exciting one and 








Valentine was mad. He did try his 
Figure 4 Leglock but was thwarted in 
his attempt, Then fate took over and 
both Valentine and Strongbow 
collided in mid-ring with referee Jack 
Woerle, who was knocked from the 
ring. 

Both Valentine and Strongbow 
were down and dazed. Then The 
Grand Wizard grabbed a water 
pitcher and doused Greg's face, to 
refresh him. Valentine shook the 
cobwebs free and pounced on 
Strongbow and applied the Figure 4 
Leglock. Referee Woerle now back in 
the ring never did see Wizard's 
maneuver. He did see Strongbow's 
dilemma and Strongbow submitted 
but Valentine either refused or 
Couldn't break the hold. Not even the 
interference of Tony Garea and Larry 
Zbyszko could help free Strongbow. 
It took amight blow by Gorilla 
Monsoon to do it. 

Yet, the damage was done. Chief 
day Strongbow broke his leg and an 
ambulance came to the arena and 


` carted Strongbow to the hospital. 


Greg Valentine smiled smugly 

later, “I said | would break more legs 
and | did. l'm not stopping here. There 
will be more. Greg Valentine the 
blonde assassin is at war.” 











Valentine twists the leg and ankle as he 
Bob Backlund a taste of his workmanship. 


Valentine loves to work over the legs 
is opponents. 


Valentine can get rough and here he doubles 
up Backlund with two fisted attack 

















a 
Valentine gets ready to pounce upon Valentine uses his legs and arms for 
his injured opponent, Bob Backlund. a Figure 4 Armlock on his opponent. 
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Roop poses for WRESTLING TODAY. 
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By ALAN BOLTE 


“| can be sure 

of constant victories 
if | break the rules,” 
explains the once 
popular star. “I want 
to make big money 
and the only way 

to do that is win 

all the time.” 











The preliminary matches were exciting. 
Everyone glanced towards the back of the 
arena. Bob Roop was making his first ap- 
pearance in Northern California to meet cap- 
able George Wells in a semi main event. 
Roop had sent a wire to Promoter Roy Shire 
informing him that when he arrived on the 
West Coast he wanted to meet only the top 
talent. Wells is a topnotcher. He played pro 
football for the Oakland Raiders and current- 
ly is in the Canadian Football League playing 
with the Hamilton Tigercats. 

Fans were looking forward to seeing Roop 
in action for the first time. They had heard 
plenty about him including information that 
he was undefeated and was very highly rated 
throughout the country. More important, 
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Roop was an AAU and Olympic Wrestling 
Champion, a true All-American athlete. 

Wells entered the ring first and the fans 
applauded loudly. Wells is popular with fans 
as he always prefers to wrestle by the rules. 
When Roop entered the ring fans applauded 
as he was being introduced. He had a pair of 
bi-centennial red, white and blue tights and 
wrestling boots — the true sign of patriotism. 

The bell rang. Both combatants grappled. 
Roop couldn’t escape a headlock and he 
finally ripped Wells’ eyes. The fans were sur- 
prised. 

Ali hell broke loose after 14 minutes of 
wrestling. Roop kicked his opponent in the 
face, stomped on his back, spat on him then 
choked him illegally. 





y = 








Wells is in trouble as Roop 
drops on him. 























The fans were shocked at the style 
of wrestling he suddenly was dis- 
playing and they verbally let him 
realize it. 

Roop kicked and stomped Wells 
then threw him out of the ring onto 
the hard wooden press table. Not 
one spectator in the 18,000 seat 
arena was rooting for Roop. Wells 
failed to re-enter the ring to beat 
the count of 10 so the fall and 
match went to Roop. 

He wasn't satisfied with being 
awarded the match. He stormed 
out after Wells and slammed his 
head against the table and the 
referee warned Roop that he would 
be fined and/or suspended if he 
continued the unsportsmanlike 
conduct 

He finally left the ring and 
returned to this dressing room. 

“We could hardly believe the 
style of wrestling you used tonight. 
Do you always wrestle this way?" 
we asked him, 

“| wrestle the way I want when | 
want," he shouted. “No one is go- 
ing to tell me how to wrestle. If | 
want to follow the rules | will. It's 
up to me. | have my reasons for 
wrestling Wells the way | did. If | 
didn’t break the rules first, Wells 
would have. | learned that in wres- 
tling you do unto others before 


Roop and Jack Brisco 


they do unto you. That's exactly 
what I'm doing.” 

A few months after the events 
described above Roop still is a 
rough, rugged wrestler. He has 
defeated such fopnotchers as Pep- 
per Gomez, Alberto Madrill, Chris 
Colt, Kevin Sullivan, Dean Ho and 
Hiro Ota. He held the World's Tag 
Team Championship with Russia's 
Alexis Smimoff and the two made 
a rough, rugged team before 
recently losing their belts. 

“I speak highly of Smirnoff, 
Roop admitted. “He is rough and 
tough and is a good back up man. 
He was there in my corner when | 
needed him. I was proud to be his 
tag partner.” 

Roop is a mysterious, unusual 
addition to the wrestling game. The 
good- looking young grappler looks 
like an athlete who would never 
dream of breaking a rule. Why 
does he wear the patriotic colors in 
the ring? And why does he break 
the rules? 

1 am very patriotic," Roop said. 
That's why | wear red, white and 
blue. There is nothing wrong with a 
dedicated athlete like myself being 
dedicated to his country, is there? 
“To say | constantly break the 
rules is going a bit too far. Sure, | 

sometimes become discouraged 


and | get rough and throw the 
occasional elbow here and there, 
but I don't constantly break all the 
rules. | am quick, strong and smart 
enough to wrestle and win without 
cheating all the time. 

"| love wrestling. The object of 
wrestling is to win. | will win 
regardless how the task must be 
accomplished. If | don't cheat first, 
my opponent surely will.” 

Other highly rated grapplers 
have broken rules and then, virtual- 
ly overnight, changed their ways to 
follow the rules, Wrestlers like Ray 
Stevens, Pat Patterson, Don 
Muraco and others once were the 
roughest, most unpopular wrestlers 
in the ring and now are three of 
the most popular 

"Sure, | have thought of totally 
‚changing my style and image,” 
Roop said. “| almost came close to 
doing it. 1 say | don't care what the 
fans think of me, but sometimes 
deep inside | do. | really don't like 
being booed and hated everywhere 
lgo. 

1 can be sure of constant victo- 
ries if break the rules. | want to 
make big money and the only way 
to do that is win matches and win 
a title. This is almost guaranteed if 
I wrestle the way | do now.” 

Roop has defeated many ama- 


Roop, left, and Kevin Sulliva 








Roop. 





teur wrestlers during his amateur 
career and during the Olympics he 
was so good he became champion. 
Shortly after that he turned to 
wrestling as a profession. 

“Boxing, football and wrestling 
have always been my favorite 
sports,” Bob continued. "1 like 
heavy competition. Wrestling is my 
favorite because it is a rough 
sport. 

“As a wrestler | can travel, 
make money, meet people and be- 
come famous - just what | want. 
Let the promoters, writers, wres- 
tlers and fans talk about me. Let 
them say | cheat and break rules. 
The only thing worse than being 
talked about is not being talked 
about.” 

Roop’s arrogant attitude was not 
accepted very well by fans. During 
a recent television interview after 
winning his match before thou- 
sands of fans Roop displayed a 
few of his amateur trophies. He 
ended the interview by breaking 
them in several pieces then shout- 
ing, "Wrestling is a rough man's 
sport and | am a rough man. | 
wrestle to win. | don't care if | 
have to break an arm or a leg to 
do it.” 

Since then he has become very 
unpopular with fans and other 
wrestlers, particularly popular 
young Kevin Sullivan. 

“I can't understand Roop,” Sulli- 
van said. “He is one of the rough- 
est wrestlers | have faced. The guy 








Alexis Smirnoff, left, Bob Roop, right, and 
Gearhardt Kaiser, kneeling. 


could be a damned good wrestler if 
he followed the rules. He has a lot 
of capability. He is still young and 
has several years ahead of him in 
wrestling. 

“I hate the man. He has done 
me wrong in the ring and | will pay 
him back soon. | used to team with 
Roop but with the attitude he has 
now | never could. He would turn 
‘on me — like he did before." 

Roop, 28, often gets away with 
hiding illegal tactics from the refe- 
ree, Often he uses scientific holds 
such as flying dropkicks, take- 
downs, leg scissors, and flying 
mares to prove he really can wres- 





e when he wants to. He seldom 
keeps up his good display of holds, 
however. Within a matter of 
moments he usually resorts to 
kicking, hitting and punching his 
way to victory. 

Outside the ring he enjoys sun- 
bathing, eating, traveling and dat- 
ing women. His favorite foods in- 
Clude steaks, lobster and many 
exotic foreign foods. His busy 
wrestling schedule leaves him with 
little time for hobbies. He is in con- 
stant demand by promoters 
because he means big box-office- 

“1 love eating but because | am 
an athlete | must watch my diet,” 
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Les Thorton works over Roop. 


he said. “I also must work out and 
exercise regularly to stay in top 
| shape. 

“The only thing | regret about 
being a wrestler is that it leaves 
me with little time for anything 
else,” Roop complained. “I take 
one month out of the year for vaca- 
tion and indulge in my hobbies. 
Thien, it's back on the road, in the 

| gyms and on the mat for 11 more 
months. It gets hectic but | love 
ites 

Roop has advice for younger 
kids wishing to enter wrestling as a 
pro. 
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“Make sure that is what you 
want to do,” he advised, “And, 
stick with it. Practice, practice, 
practice. Work out and build up 
your body. Get up to about 210 
Solid pounds, if not more. Attend 
the matches and watch wrestlers 
closely and you will learn things, 
such as how to best protect your- 
self. Coniact a local promoter and 
tell him about your wrestling inter- 
ests. Who knows, you just may get 
a break and turn pro. Everyone 
else got in this sport somehow and 
it could happen to you. Promoters 
are always looking for new, young 





talent. Be patient and keep trying.” 


Roop has traveled all over the 
world and met some of the top 
names in wrestling. Nowadays his 
reputation as a rule-breaker Is 
spreading. Regardless, promoters 
are providing him with lucrative 
offers to wrestle. 


Bob Roop, one of the roughest, 
most sadistic wrestlers in the 
sport, is successful and is going a 
long way in his chosen field. Will 
he change his ways? Will he win 
the championship he wants so bad- 
1y? Undoubtedly he will be trying. 


A REE AAA 












Wells is mad at Roop. 


Roop, right, poses with girl midget 
wrestler Darling Dagmar, bottom, 
ess. 





Roop and Smirnoff, tormer World 
Tag Team Champions. 











“PII never deny that I'm Bull Curry*s son,” 
disclosed Curry. “ʻi just want people to judge 
me on my ability alone, not whose son I am.” 
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FRED CURRY ADMITS: 


“IT'S TOUGH 
EINGTHE SON 
OF A LEGEND” 


By LOU SAHADI 


Itwas like a shadow hi 
wherever he went. No matter where he wre: 
referred to him as “Bull Curry's boy.” That 
problem Fred Curry faced as the son of a 
wrestler. Everybody knew about his father. Bull Curty is 
a legend in his own right. So, when young Fred began his 
career not too many years ago, he was alway 

compared to his father. 

Fred had anticipated the comparisons, so h 
refrained from any similarities, Never did he emulate his 
father's style. On the contrary, he was refreshingly 
different, While his father was a raucous browler 
could mix with anybody, Fred was a classic stylist 
ializing in the drop kick 
Bull Curry was well aware of the pitfalls his son would 














aging over him, following him 
stled, the fans 
was the 















































encounter. It's not easy to follow in the footsteps of a 
famous father. Actually, Bull never enc ged his son 
Curry applies an armlock. tobe a wre: r. It was only then that h ther 
encouraged him. 
tthe beginning, | sought the advice of my father. 





disclosed Fred. "Why shouldn't I? He's been a great one 
Tor years. | would have been foolish to ask the opinicı 
of others when my father inned an page 56 
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is such a star. Besides, it's only ‘The handsome Curry has a large 


natural that he would give me the female following. 
right advice, 
"My father never pushed me into 







the sport. However, he was glad that 
I decided to become a professional 
wrestler. | had wrestled and also 
played football in college. I had 
entertained thoughts of playing 
professional football. But Ihe scouts 
felt | was too small. and that ended 
that 

"The very first thing my father 
told me, and he strongly 
emphasized it, was not to copy any 
of his mannerisms. He said il would 
be the biggest mistake | could make. 
He pointed out that there is only one 
Bull Curry. And by the same token, 
there is only one Fred Curry. He 
advised me, above all, to be myself, 

"Another thing that he insisted 
upon was that | work hard to excel 
He didn't want me to be just another 
wrestler, He wanted me to shoot for 
the top. | promised him | would, and 
| think that I have accomplished 
What I Set out to do. And like to 
think that | did it on my own,” 

The fact is, he has done it on his 
own. Curry is considered one of the 
brightest young stars in the 
business. He is constantly sought by 
promoters all over the country. And 
he has earned the respect of his 
fellow wrestlers, which is the 
highest endorsement a wrestler can 
earn 

Still, Curry has heard the 
| whispers, The fans always seem to 
N remind him that he is Bull Curry's 
| son. It's only natural. As long as Bull 
| Curry is actively wrestling, the 
| association will always be made. 

"T'I never deny that Lam Bull 
Curry's son," snapped Fred. "That 
| isan established fact. Why would 
you deny your father? I just want 
people to judge me on my ability, 
and ability alone, not whose son | 
am. When I'm out there in the ring. I 
am out there alone. Nobody can 
| help me then. 
| “At times | have appeared in tag 
team matches with my father. Not 
many, but just a few. We felt that if 
\ the fans saw us together at the 
| same time, they would see the vast 

difference in our styles and 
| disassociate us. Our styles are like 
| night and day. | must admit that it 
has helped to some degree. 
1 











“The first few years | used to 
travel a great deal. I made sure that 
didn't appear in the same area in 
which my father was performing. I'l 
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say this, my father kept me moving 
all the time. He was all over the 
country. I'd no sooner begin in an 
area when my father would appear 
“There was a lot of pressure on 


me in those days. With a famous 
father like mine, | had to prove to 
people everywhere that | appeared 

















that | could do it on my own. | was 
so determined that | feel it has made 
me a better wrestler. | had to win the 
crowd over by myself, on what I did 
out there in the ring. | wanted tobe 
known as Fred Curry. nobody else- 
1 hope the fans see it that way now.” 
In the ensuing years, Curry tried 





hard to remove the stigma of being 
Bull Curry's son. It was hard. He 
wanted desperately to stand on his 
own feet and to earn his own 
reputation, and he did. The only 
thing missing was a legitimate title 
match, which he never really got. 

“Iwas ready for the big step 
toward a championship, but all the 
promoters that! had contact with 
asked me to have patience, 
recalled Curry, “They felt that | was 
young and that my future was ahead 
‘of me. At first, | went along with their 
thinking. They were in the game a lot 
longer than I had been. 

“But after a long time nothing 
ever happened. | kept on winning, 
but I still didn't get a championship 
match. Then | began to press the 
promoters. | pointed to my record 
and told them that they couldn't 
ignore what | had accomplished. 
‘They were impressed and said they 
were aware of my achievements. 
The only reservation they had was 
‘that | wasn't big enough physically 
to merit a championship match. 

“I just shook my head in disbelief. 
It was obvious that they were doing 
everything they could to discourage 
me, | couldn't figure it out. However, 
Iwasn’teasily discouraged. It's the 
Lebanese tenacity | inherited from 
my father. So, | went on a weight- 
lifting program and gained about 25 
pounds in the next six months. I'm 
still waiting.” 

‘One thing Curry doesn't have 10 
wait tor is fan acceptance. That has 
been firmly established. Curry is one 
‚of the most popular wrestlers on the 
circuit. His dark, good looks hold a 
special appeal for the females, Itis 
not unusual to see Curry 
surrounded by female admirers 
aftera match, 

"Fans are great, especially the 
females,”* sighed Curry. “They're 
fantastic. They keep me going, like a 
shot of adrenalin. I have a great 
rapport with them. They're faithful 
fans, too. All my fan clubs were 
started by females. They work hard 
atit to keep it going 

“I have time in my favor, though. 
It the female fans can accept me for 
who | am, then maybe everybody 
else will, too. Surely, nobody can. 
deny the record | have achieved. 
There aren't many wrestlers around 
who can match it" 

There certainly aren't. Fred Curry 
can stand on his own feet. That's all 
that he ever wanted in the first 
place . 
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Hansen captures| 
Dusty Rhodes| 
with 

this side 
headlock. 





Side headtock of Stan Hansen sends Dusty Rhodes to his kne 


martino made Hansen. He had 
been brought in by Blassie as a 
Bounty Hunter. Now he was a 
Bounty Hunter. Stan says, “Blassie 
paid me a big bonus for sending 
‘Sammartino and Putski to the 
hospital. Now wrestlers and man- 
agers pay me handsomely to rid 
their backs of wrestlers who put a 

















giad to oblige. | love money and | 
love to see the fear of wrestlers 
when they see me coming." 

Since that time, Hansen has 
traveled mostly in the south creat- 
ing havoc wherever he appears. 
He has won the Georgia State 
Championship; Georgia State Tag 
Team Championship; Texas Title: 
and NWA North American Cham- 
pionship. He is still searching for 
that world title. 

*1 don't care who | have to 
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costume wearing 
his Georgia State 
Championship belt 
and showing his Lariat 





Hansen at his ruthless best here 


choking and pulling the hair of Tony Atlas. 


¡Jack Brisco, Terry Funk and even 
Harley Race have given me a wide 
berth. They don't want any truck 
with Bounty Hunter Hansen. | don't 
blame them a bit but | deserve a 
title chance. 

You take this Bob Backlund for 
instance. That skinny little guy wili 
break like delicate china under my 
Lariat. I'm also thinking of moving 





over to the AWA and see what this 
Nick Bockwinkle looks like. Some- 
body is going to lose their belt to 


me. | don't care who. 

Stan Hansen the Bounty Hunter 
wants a world title. He has the ex- 
perience to win it, the ruthlessness 
to win it, Fear has made wrestlers 
beware of this Bounty Hunter. He's 
a mean one. 
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RODDY PIPER 


‘confused | lowered the boom.” 

Piper came off the bench he 
was sitting on and did some fast 
footwork and threw some very fast 
punches, he remarked, "You know 
if | stayed in boxing | may have 
fought Muhammed Ali. Wouldn't 
that have been a speedy fight?" 

Boxing's loss was wrestling’s 
gain much to the chagrin of his 
opponents. Many of Piper's match- 
es are forever etched in the minds 
of wrestling fans who've seen him 
employ his illegal tactics and 
roughhouse ways against fan 
favorites; the way he struts around 

je ring, snubbing his opponents 
and tans and his insistence of play- 
ing his Scottish bagpipes before a 
match. 

Piper loves to get under the 
fan’s skin. When he makes his way 
to the ring they boo him. When he 
reaches the ring steps he stops 
and glares out at the fans, With 
each step up the steps, he stops 
and glares. The fans boo him loud- 
er and louder. Piper then smiles, 


pS 


‘snubbing them. 

In the ring during a match Piper 
is a ring general. He loves to get 
his opponent furious with his an- 
tics. They become flustered and 
then they make mistakes. Piper 
says, “Use any ploy to win. A 
wrestler who stops thinking in that 
ring loses. | always think. | think 
from the moment | enter my dress- 
ing room till 1 end my match, Look 
at all the titles I've held. It proves 
my point. 

Recently one of the last wres- 
tiers Piper managed was the late 
great Lonnie "Moondog" Mayne. 
Mayne was the Americas Title- 
holder and co-held the Americas 
Tag Title with Piper. Then unex- 
pectedly Mayne was killed in a car 
accident, Piper says, "Mayne was 
my kind of wrestler. I’m looking for 
another like him which will be hard 
to find.” 

Piper was ready to wrestle, He 
had on his Scottish costume and 
carried his bagpipes, Seconds after 
he left the boos could be heard, 
Piper was getting the fans mad at 
him and he loved it 


etl, 


Piper's rough tactics has won him many matches and here he delivers a 


wicked elbow smash. 


A strutting Roddy Piper hears the boos but does he care? Not on your life. 
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TODAY 


OFFICIAL 
RATINGS 


WWWF 


WWWF World Heavyweight 
Champion: BOB BACKLUND 
WWWF Jr. Heavyweight Champion: 
TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
WWWE North American Champion: 
TED DIBIASE 

1. Dick “Bulidog" Brower 

2. Bruno Sammartino 

3. Greg Valentine 

4. Ivan Putski 

5. Chief Peter Maivia 

6. Ivan Koloft 

7. Steve Travis 

8. The Great Hussian 

9. Bad News Allan Coage 
10. Dusty Rhodes 


NWA 


NWA World Heavyweight 
‘Champion: HARLEY RACE 

NWA Jr. Heavyweight Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 

NWA North American Champion: 
ERNIE LADD 


1. Ricky Steamboat 

2. Paul Jones 

3. Dusty Rhodes 

4. Jack Brisco 

5. Bruiser 

6. Frank "Bruiser” Brody 
7.Ric Flair 

8. Superstar Billy Graham 
9. Jimmy Garvin 
10. Mike Graham 


AWA 


AWA World Heavyweight 
Champion: NICK BOCKWINKLE 
AWA World Tag Team Champions: 
RAY STEVENS—PAT PATTERSON 


1. Stan Hansen 
2. Billy Robinson 

3. Super Destroyer 11 
4. Verne Gagne 

5. Larry Hennig 

6. Greg Gagne 





7. Bobby Duncum 
8. Bob Orton, Jr, 
9. Jerry Lawler 
10. Crusher 


MANAGERS 


1. The Grand Wizard 
2. Bobby Heenan 
3. Captain Lou Albano 
4. Sonny King 
5. Playboy Gary Hart 
6. Fred Blassie 
7. Arnold Skoaland 
8. Rock Hunter 
9. Wild Buck Robley 
10. Sir Oliver Humperdinck 


WOMEN 


World Champion: FABULOUS 
MOOLAH 


1. Vickie Williams. 

2. Anne Casey 

3. Evelyn Stevens 

4. Joyce Grable 

5. Sandy Partlow 

6. Pepper Lobianco 
7. Leilani Kai 

8. Kitty Adams 

9. Suzanne Ferrera 
10. Winona Little Heart 


TAG TEAMS 


1. Gentleman Jerry-Luscious 
‚Johnny Valiant 

2. Goliath—Wild Bill White 

3. Paul Orndorft— Jimmy Snuka 

4. Jack—Jerry Brisco 

5. Ray Stevens—Pat Patterson 

6. Superstar Billy Graham—Dusty 
Rhodes 

7. The Assassin—Frank "The 
Angel” Morrell 

8. Ricky Fielés—Terry Lathan 

9. Pak Song—Mr. Uganda 

10. David-Kevin Von Erich 
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E WEST COAST REPORT 


Several interesting events have 
occured throughout the West 
Coast within recent months and 
Our sources find that many 
exciting things will be happening 
in the wrestling world inthe 
months ahead. 

Pepper Martin, a wrestler- 
commentator-actor, spent the 
last year playing different roles 
for soon-to-be-released motion 
pictures, Martin appeared in 
various episodes of the television 
series, “That Girl," and was seen 
with Burt Reynolds in “The 
Longest Yard." 

Martin is a noted ring 
commentator and plans on 
returning to ring announcing as 
soon as time permits 

“Announcing is great fun,” 
Popper said, “and it gives mea 
chance to reveal my knowledge of 
certain wrestling holds as used 
by certain wrestlers, 

“The problem is that T have 
little time. I still have contracts 
to fulfill in Hollywood. Tam 
down to 195 pounds and after my 
acting life slows down I want to 
got back in shape and return to 
the wrestling wars in the ring." 

Martin had several feuds on 
the West Coast and he knows how 
to take care of himself. He pre- 
fers wrestling by therules but 
has the ability to handle those 
who give him a bad time. 

‘The Masked Invaders aré 
Joining forces again and may 
return to the West Coast soon. 
‘The Invader #2 paid the $1,500 
entrance fee to participate in San 
Francisco's $30,000 18-Man 
Battle-Royal. Although he failed 
to win, he did well and looked 
rougher and tougher than ever 

“I fool like Tam in better shape 
than ever,” he said. “Tam 
stronger and much rougher than 
before. I have already contacted 
my partner and he is deciding on 
whether he should or shouldn't 
wrestle with me again. 

“Tf he doesn’t, I will find 
another tough, capable partner 
and put him in the mask and we 
will wrestle as The Invaders. Tag 
teams had better be prepared to 
step aside when we hit the mats 
again. 

Will The Invader #2's partner 
be the same man? If so, will they 
capture the World's Tag Team 


Championship? 
Rocky “‘Soulman” Johnson 
misses the West Coast and plans 
On returning here soon. He and 

his lovely wife Ata enjoy 
traveling to the West Coast 
whenever possible. 

love the West Coast,” 
Johnson said. ““The money is 
good, competition is tough and 
the fans there are wonderful. I 
understand Promoter Roy Shire 
has received many letters from 
fans who miss me. I will be 
wrestling there, soon, and I hope 
all the wonderful people who 
supported me before will still be 
attending the matches." 


Hercules Cortez and Red Bastien. 
PT. ar 


By ALAN BOLTE 


Johnson met Ata in Northern 
California five years ago where 
they were married. Rocky 
currently is wrestling in major 
cities such as Houston, Atlanta 
and Detroit. 

Sgt. Libeouf, a 242 pound 
bodybuilder who defeated many 
highly rated grapplers here afew 
years ago, is now wrestling with 
a partner as The Legionnaires. 
‘They are an undefeated tag team 
and are very sadistic with their 
opponents. 

Many fans believed Libeouf 
was not The Legionnaire but 
don't let the slight loss of weight 
fool you. It’s the same man and 
he still is a vicious back-alley 
brawler. If he returns to the West 
Coast, will he wrestle as Sgt, 
Libeouf or The Legionnaire? 

Texas Red was unmasked. 
Those who thought he was Red 
Bastien were right, He is now 
wrestiling with a scientific style 
as he did several years ago. 

Why did he suddenly change 
his ways? 

became aggravated because 
Iwasn't winning enough 
matches," Bastien admitted. 80, I 
left the area and wrestled in 
‘Texas as Texas Red. I broke as 
many rules as I could and did 
very well 

“Tthen returned to the West 
Coast and my winning streak 
continued. Iwas unmasked and 
I figured it was time I changed 
my image. 

“Frankly, Iwas tired of being 
hated by the fans. I wanted 
things to be the way they were 
before. The fans accepted me and 
when they found out who Texas 
Red was, they loved me even 
more. 

Bastien's favorite tag partner is 
Hercules Cortez. The two are 
former tag champions and Red 
wants to team with Cortez again 
and seek the crowns they once 
held 

Is Killer Karl Krupp going to 
resign? The roughhouse athlete 
said he is getting old and can’t 
seem to hold his own against the 
capable youngsters entering the 
game these days, Krupp sent 
many challengers to the hospital 
and he has quite a reputation. 
Regardless, he is not getting any 

continued on page 66 
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younger and has out many years 
in asa wrestler. He is expected to 
hang up the boots soon, 

Playboy Buddy Rose, former 
United States Heavywelght 
Wrestling Champion, was 
suspended by the California State 
Athletic Commission for 
badmouthing an inspector 
during a recent match, The 
suspension cost Rose lots of 
money as he was forced to cancel 
several matches includinga title 
bout, 

Wrestling was always held on 
Saturday nights in San 
Francisco's Cow Palace. Effective 
now, the bouts will be switched 
to Friday nights. Why? 

“There is too much competi- 
tion In the country with other 
promoters,” Promoter Roy Shire 
said. “Many big name wrestlers 
are booked for Saturday nights 
SO] have chosen to have my big 
cards on my second 
choice—Friday nights. Saturday 
night wrestling in San Francisco 
has taken place for 18 years. It 
will now be Friday night 
wrestling.” 

That's not the only change on 
the West Coast. Shire will be 
closing wrestling in many of 
Northern California’s smaller 
towns by this summer because of 
little or no profits in the past. 

Rumor has it that The Masked 
Hangman, currently wrestling 
in Los Angeles, used to wrestle as 
‘The Enforcer #1. Both stand the 
same height and weigh about the 
same—275 pounds. Could it be 
the same man? 

Woody Farmer is makings 
comeback. He wrestled here 
several years ago but temporarily 
spent time with a moving 
company. He has been working 
out and plans to put everything 
he has in future matches. He was 
Popular with fans when 
wrestling here. He plans on 

Prince Maivia and Andre The Giant. 














working his way up toa title 
shot. 

Samoa’s chief Peter Maivia has 
been breaking rules lately and 
Andre the Giant, friend and tag 
partner, is upset. 

"Peter was a good friend of 
mine and I was surprised at his 
sudden switch in style," Andre 
said. “I don’t like wrestlers who 
break rules, I will not team with 
him again and if he doesn’t 
change his attitude I will 
challenge him to a match and 
he'll be sorry." 

Speaking of Samoans, what 
Samoan wrestler's father is a 
preacher? Afa and Sika Anoai's 
father is a preacher in San 
Francisco. 

Tam very religious,” he said, 
“Soare Afa and Sika, I brought 
them up that way. And, they 
pray before every match that 
they will remain healthy and no 
one will be seriously hurt. I pray 
for them, too. 

“Sometimes my sons break 
rules when they are upset, but 
that is when they aren't 
thinking. Their intentions are 
g00d."" 

Big name wrestlers who have 
wrestled elsewhere are expected 
to return here soon. They are 
Andre the Giant, Pat Patterson, 
Don Muraco, The Great Fujiand 
‘The Great Pampero, Fujiand 
Muraco are former United States 
Heavyweight Champions and 
have been wrestling in Hawaii. 

Midget wrestler Cowboy Lang 
is planning to marry. 

“Ihave traveled all over the 
world and done lots of 
wrestling,” Lang said. “Maybe 
#t's about time more or less 
settle down with someone. I 
won't quit wrestling, but I will 
slow down a bit and not makeas 
many overseas trips.” 

Will his wife be regular sized or 
another midget? 

Fearless Freddie Blassie, doing 
well on the East Coast as a 
manager, plans on touring the 
country to find new wrestlers to 
manage into becoming 
champions. 

“The more top wrestlers I 
manage the more money 1 
make,” Blassie said. “I want to 
be the richest man in wrestling. 
I'm getting there.” 











